Wagner Family
Anklam

Vorward
Why should we stumble over our history? Aren‘t there enough obstacles in our
lives that we have to deal with?
This „stumbling“ over a small square brass plate is a symbolic, intellectual
stumbling.
Stolpersteine are laid where people lived, worked and were violently victimised
during the Nazi dictatorship.
The Stolperstein‘s inscription, with the name, birth and death dates, stands
specifically for a person whose fate must not be forgotten and must be directly associated with the place where it is laid. If the fate of this person becomes
noticeable again through the Stolperstein, the memory can be carried on in the
heads and hearts of future generations. It is for this purpose that Martin, Margarete & Heinz Wagner are remembered with three Stolpersteine in Anklam.
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Fagner Family
Martin Wagner was born in Anklam on November 1, 1887. His parents were
Isidor (October 3, 1855 - October 19, 1916) and Bertha Wagner, née Graetzer
(March 27, 1855 - January 20, 1940).
It is known that Hedwig Wagner, born on May 2, 1885, was also a part of this
Jewish family. Hedwig was the older sister of Martin Wagner. There was also
another sister, Thekla Wagner.
The family lived at Keilstaße 16 and owned a shoe and household goods store.
Martin Wagner married Margarete Joseph. On July 25, 1923 their son Heinz
Archive Steintor Anklam. Heinz Bemowky
Wagner was born in Anklam.
1989. Stadtchronik. An. 3435. p. 44.

Heinz Wagner (second row, first from right) with his class in Anklam.
Eitan Wagner.
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Heinz Wagner‘s
Birth Certificate.
Eitan Wagner.
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„In 1934 there were only 30 Jews living in the city, but up till then businesses
were mainly in their hands. For example, the Goldstein Department Store was
located at No. 9/10 on the Market Square. [...] There were three other Jewish
shops on Steinstraße. In No.10, Ison Nathan offered men‘s clothing, in the
house at No. 13, there was the fashion and textile store of Ernst Albrecht - Successor, which was managed by the widow Hedwig Cohn. [...] In the Keilstraße
16 was the shoe store of the disabled war veteran Martin Wagner. [...] These
were among the 17 Jewish families, who until 1933 had considerable influence
in the town‘s business community. By 1938, however, all their stores had been
closed and given to non-Jewish businessmen. Because of expropriation and
deportation there were no more Jewish citizens left in Anklam [...] by 1942.“
Archive Steintor Anklam. Heinz Bemowky
1989. Stadtchronik. An 3435. P. 44.

Heinz Wagner
with scooter.
Eitan Wagner.
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Margarete Wagner,
Heinz and Grandmother Wagner.
Eitan Wagner.
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Grandmother
Wagner.
Dr. Rudolf Christ.

Heinz Wagner was able to escape to England with a children‘s transport in
1938.
Half a year after the beginning of the Second World War, on February 12, 1940,
police officers confronted almost the entire Jewish community of Stettin (about
1000 men) with a deportation notice. It is estimated that about 825 to 842
Jews were deported from Stettin. Other Jews from other towns, e.g. Anklam,
Greifswald, Pasewalk, Stargard, Stralsund and Wolgast, were taken along on
this transport in the freezing cold and several died. Their luggage was carried
in a special wagon, which was later uncoupled from the train and did not reach
its destination. Only small suitcases, bags or what they wore on their bodies
remained with the deportees.
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From Stettin via Stargard, Posen, Warsaw and Deblin the transport travelled
to Lublin (690 km). Upon arrival in Lublin, the Jews were divided into groups
to be distributed throughout the ghetto of the district‘s capital and to smaller
towns in the vicinity: Glusk (68), Belzyce (245) and Piaski (525). The victims
Alfred/Schulle, Diana.
had to travel these distances by foot through deep snow. Gottwald,
The Deportations of Jews from
the German Reich 1941-1945.
Wiesbaden 2005.

Margarete and Martin Wagner were also deported with this first transport from
Pomerania (via Stettin) to the administrative district of Lublin on February 12,
1940. They were taken to the Belzyce ghetto. Martin Wagner lost his leg in the
First World War. Until the spring of 1942 there were still postal connections to
Belzyce.
In the book Signs of life from Piaski the following is written about the Wagner
family „[...] It is getting more and more uncomfortable in the living quarters. I
cook now alone, but it is not a pure pleasure. ... By the way, the Wagner family
did not get their pension, on the contrary, it has been paid into their blocked
Else; Luckner, Gertrud (ed.): Lebenszeichen aus Piaski.
account. [...]“ Behrend-Rosenfeld,
Briefe Deportierter aus dem Distrikt Lublin 1940-1943. [Signs of Life from
Piaski - Letters of Deportees from the Lublin District]. München, 1970. P. 113.

On November 20, 1939, Tetzner, the head of the Foreign Exchange Department
in the General Governorate for the Occupied Polish Region in Krakow, issued the order restricting the right of Jews to freely access their funds. Among
other things, it decreed that account balances, deposits, and safe-deposit boxes
of Jews at banks and credit institutions be blocked. Jews were only allowed to
receive up to 250 zloty per week without permission from banks and credit institutions. In addition, Jews were required to immediately deposit cash amounts
exceeding 2000 zloty into an account at a bank or credit institution. Ibid. p. 109f.
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Heinz Wagner.
Eitan Wagner.
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Martin and Margarete Wagner are said to have lived in the administrative
district of Lublin until the spring of 1942. It is not yet known when and where
they perished. In the Memorial Book - Victims of the Persecution of Jews under
the National Socialist Tyranny in Germany 1933-1945 the following entry can be
found:

Wagner, Margarete
née Joseph
born March 20, 1889 in Kröslin / Greifswald / Pomerania
residing in Anklam
deportation destination:
from Stettin
February 12, 1940, Belzyce Ghetto
Belzec extermination camp. http://www.bundesarchiv.de/
gedenkbuch/de984546. (Last
Call: May 29, 2013.

Wagner, Martin
born November 1, 1887 in Anklam / Pomerania
residing in Anklam
deportation destination:
from Stettin
February 12, 1940, Belzyce Ghetto,
http://www.bundesarchiv.de/gedenkbuch/
Belzec extermination camp. .de984549.
(Last call: May 29, 2013).
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Martin Wagner
and Margarete
Wagner (right)
before their deportation.
Eitan Wagner.

Excerpt from the Deportation List.
Yad Vashem Archives 0832 p. 586, Lublin Deportation List.
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Heinz Wagner was able to emigrate to Palestine at the end of the Second World
War. There he took part in the War of Independence for the foundation of the
State of Israel. He met his wife Malca in Kibbutz Ramat David.
In 1947, Eitan Wagner was born. Only half a year later Heinz Wagner died during the War of Independence.

Malca and Heinz Wagner.
Eitan Wagner.
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Malca and Heinz Wagner.
Eitan Wagner.

Rebecca and Eitan
Wagner 2013.
Eitan Wagner.
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Hedwig Zeising, née Wagner, lived for a long time with her brother Martin
Wagner before she was married. On July 10, 1923 she married the widowed
Karl Zeising from Delitzsch.

The Marriage Certificate of Karl and Hedwig Zeising, née Wagner from 1923.
Dr. Rudolf Christ.
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Hedwig, Ruth and Karl 1933.
Dr. Rudolf Christ.

Karl Zeising had two daughters, Margot Zeising and Ruth Zeising, from a previous marriage.
Hedwig Zeising took care of the two girls like a mother. The family now lived
together in Delitzsch.
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Hedwig, Ruth and
Karl 1934.
Dr. Rudolf Christ.

Ruth and Hedwig 1934.
Dr. Rudolf Christ.
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Hedwig and Karl Zeising ca. 1934.
Dr. Rudolf Christ.
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Karl Zeising worked as a postal inspector. After the Nazis seized power, he had
to resign from all honorary posts because he was married to a Jewish woman.
In 1937, he was suspended early and against his will and forced to retire because he lived in a „mixed“ marriage and did not want to separate from his
wife.
The family experienced the events of November 9, 1938 firsthand.
„[...] After 1933, the persecution and exclusion from public life of the Jews began. The day after Reichspogromnacht [Night of Broken Glass] there were also
attacks in Delitzsch, during which the
the Jewish cemetery was devastated and the adjacent funeral chapel was comhttp://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Delitzsch.
pletely destroyed. [...]“
(Last call: June 5, 2013).
Karl Zeising died on December 3, 1938 from a heart condition.

Karl Zeising‘s death
announcement, 1938.
Dr. Rudolf Christ.
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Karl, Hedwig and
Ruth 1934.
Dr. Rudolf Christ.
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On December 24, 1938, the family was given notice to vacate the apartment
at Körnerstraße 19. In response to the family‘s objection, they received a reply
from the mayor of the city, Dr. Frey, that Ruth and Margot Zeising could remain
in the apartment if they separated from their mother, Hedwig Zeising. Ruth
Zeising then submitted a request to the Government District Office in Merseburg. They succeeded in having the matter put to rest, but a written decision
was never made. The family was still tolerated. Hedwig Zeising now had to
additionally bear the name „Sara“ and carry an identification card stamped with
a „J“ for (Jew).
In 1939, Hedwig Zeising was forced to join the Jewish Community Halle/Saale,
despite verbal and written objections.

Hedwig Zeising 1939.
Dr. Rudolf Christ.
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From then on, the Zeising family was constantly monitored and surveilled.
Hedwig Zeising received reduced food rations and no clothing coupons for a
long time. She was subjected to restrictions on going out, forbidden to enter
cinemas and theatres, forbidden to travel and to use the telephone, and was
constantly required to submit financial statements and to pay wealth taxes in
the form of money and material assets. The family lived in complete seclusion,
many former friends withdrew.
In 1941, Ruth Zeising tried to get her mother exempted from wearing the
Jewish star, since there were two „Aryan“ children in the family. Ruth Zeising
reported on this in writing. „[...] The Kreisleiter Krüger then said to me in a
hearing: ‚Why do you speak of this woman as your mother? You know that all
Jews are our enemies. But we are ready to help you immediately in every respect if you renounce this woman.‘ I renounced the help of the Kreisleiter and
addressed a request regarding this matter to the German Ministry of the Interior. The result was my summons to the Gestapo. In my absence, my mother
underwent a harsh interrogation and was ordered to wear the Jewish star. [...]“
Written statements by Ruth Zeising dated November 15, 1945, when
applying for food rations for politically persecuted persons.

The Star of David was placed on the door of the family‘s apartment.
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Police regulation on identifying Jews with the Star of David, November 24, 1941.
Dr. Rudolf Christ.
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Hedwig Zeising was picked up at her apartment by the Gestapo on May 29,
1942 and taken to Halle/Saale. From that time on, Ruth and Margot Zeising
never again received any sign of life from their mother. Ruth Zeising noted: „I
believe that my mother was taken to the Belzyce camp near Lublin, where her
brother, the war disabled Martin Wagner, Anklam/Pomerania, had been deporstatements by Ruth Zeising dated November 15, 1945,
ted with his wife a year earlier.“ Written
when applying for food allotment for politically persecuted
persons.

After Hedwig Zeising‘s deportation, the apartment was immediately seized.
Margot and Ruth Zeising were able to buy back Hedwig Zeising‘s belongings...
The apartment was made available to a bombed-out family.
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In the Gedenkbuch für die Opfer der Verfolgung der Juden unter der nationalsozialistischen Gewaltherrschaft in Deutschland 1933-1945, [Memorial Book
- Victims of the Persecution of Jews under the National Socialist Tyranny in
Germany 1933-1945] the following entry can be found:
Zeising, Hedwig
née Wagner
born May 2, 1885 in Anklam / Pomerania
living in Delitzsch
deportation destination:
from Kassel - Halle
June 1, 1942, Sobibor extermination camp
date/place of death:
June 3, 1942, Sobibor extermination camp.

Gravestone for Karl
and Hedwig Zeising.
Dr. Rudolf Christ.
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http://www.bundesarchiv.de/gedenkbuch/de996917.
(Last call: May 29, 2013).

Thekla Nagel, née Wagner, was the sister of Martin Wagner. On April 15, 1948
she wrote in a letter to Margot and Ruth Zeising:
„[...] It will certainly interest you to know how I fared during that time. The year
1943 brought me the first sorrows. Because instead of handing over my Aryan
identity card to the police officer, I kept it in my hand, that‘s why I was arrested
for 7 days at police headquarters and for another 7 days in the women‘s prison. [...] Even after experiencing terrible bombings for many days and nights
the worst was still to come. In April 1944, I was picked up and had to start on
my way to Theresienstadt. Before that, however, I had to experience the great
pain that my Heinz was deported from Rathenow [...] to Potsdam and then
to Weimar-Buchenwald. In December 1943, I received the news that he had
succumbed to pneumonia. From fellow sufferers we later learned that he had
been beaten to death. Martin and Grete were taken away in 1940, and we never
learned of their fate.
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I was in Theresienstadt for 18 months and became well acquainted with the
lowest type of work there. I never believed that I would ever see Bln. (Berlin,
editor‘s note) alive again. I have severe heart problems, in fact, it is really surprising that I am still alive. But life goes on. [...] In September 1947, I received a
sign of life from Heinz Wagner in Palestine. He is doing well, has been married
for 2 1/2 years & also has a little child. He now speaks five languages and has
seen much of the world. Heinz asked me about your Mommy and what Ruth
and Margot are doing. [...] Your Aunt Thekla.“ Dr. Rudolf Christ.
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In the online database of the Buchenwald Memorial you can read:
Heinz Nagel
Date of birth:
23.11.1914 in Berlin, Prussia
Date of death:
21.12.1943
Place of death:
Buchenwald
Prison number:
30260. http://totenbuch.buchenwald.de/names/details/person/9648/ref/
recherche. (Last call: May 31, 2013).
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